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DESCRIPTION 
Hybrid knotweed is an 
upright, shrublike, herba-
ceous perennial that can 
grow to over 10 feet in 
height. As with all mem-
bers of this family, the 
base of the stem above 
each joint is surrounded 
by a membranous 
sheath. Stems of Hybrid 
knotweed are smooth, 
stout and swollen at joints 
where the leaf meets the 
stem. Although leaf size 
may vary, they are nor-
mally about 6 inches long 
by 3 to 4 inches wide, 
broadly oval to somewhat 
triangular and pointed at 
the tip. The minute green-
ish-white flowers occur in 
attractive, branched 
sprays in summer and 
are followed soon after by 
small winged fruits. 
Seeds are triangular, 

shiny, and very small, 
about 1/10 inch long. 

 

ECOLOGICAL THREAT 
Hybrid knotweed spreads 
quickly to form dense 
thickets that exclude na-
tive vegetation and 
greatly alter natural eco-

systems.  It poses a sig-
nificant threat to riparian 
areas, where it can sur-
vive severe floods and is 
able to rapidly colonize 
scoured shores and is-
lands.  Once established, 
populations are extremely 
persistent.  
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WH AT I T  I S :  
Photos:   

• Close up of stalk 
(bottom):  Chris Evans, 
River to River CWMA, 
Bugwood.org 

• Flower and Field (middle):  
Jan Samanek, State Phyto-
sanitary Administration, 
Bugwood.org 

• Rooted into wall (bottom 
right): Philip Rusted, 
Thurlow Countryside 
Management (r&d), Bug-
wood.org  

• www.phlorum.com  
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HOW TO I D E N T I F Y HY B R I D 
KN OT W E E D  

208.843.2931  

 

What You Can Do: 
 

1. Control Knotweed 
through injecting gly-
phosate into stems. 

2. Do not chop, cut, trans-
plant or plow plants. 

3. If you have this on your 
property contact the: 

 

Nez Perce Soil and Water  

Conservation District 

P.O. Box 131  

Culdesac, ID 83524 

208-843-2931 

npswcd@co.nezperce.id.us 

www.nezperceswcd.org 
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The NPSWCD prohibits discrimina-
tion in its programs on the basis of 
sex, color, national origin, religion, 
color, and age.  

New Plants 
 Can grow 

from a 
piece of 
rhizome 

 The 
crown, 
located at 
the base 
of the 
stem, will 
also pro-
duce new 
plants 

Roots 
 10 feet deep 

 Can reach 23 
feet from the 
parent plant 

Stem 
 Averages between  

      6-10 feet tall 

 Green 

 Forms dense clumps  

Leaves 
 Dark 

green 

 Heart-
shaped 

 Crinkled 

 Up to 5 
inches 

Flowers 
 Creamy  

      clusters 

 Usually bloom 
in August-
October  
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