Preserving Wildlife Habitat
on Your Land: What You Can

Wildlife Benefits

« Natural pest control

o Bats can eat more than 500 pesky insects per hour! Hawks and
owls take care of unwanted rodents.

« Healthy wildlife population = healthy environment for people.

o Our declining fish populations are like “canaries in a coal mine.”
They are warning us that our watersheds are not as healthy as
they could be. Clean water for fish means clean water for
drinking, swimming, and fishing.

Wildlife Needs

— Animals need food year-round. Crops and plants provide forage,
berries, nuts, and fruits. Plants with fruits that dry on the stem and are
slow to fall are important winter foods. Plants attract animals that are
prey for others in the food chain.

— Wildlife species need water to drink, to bathe in, and as a source of
food. Streams, ponds, birdbaths, and watering tanks can provide
water.

—Wildlife need places to nest, rest, escape from predators, and take
shelter from harsh weather. Brush piles, fence rows, rock piles, and
dense shrubs provide cover. Many wildlife species use different
habitats to meet their needs. For small animals, these habitats must be
close together. For example, quail and rabbits need forage and shrubs
within a few hundred feet of each other. Other wildlife can travel
greater distances between needed cover and habitat types.
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Where Do | Start?

Getting started

Small farms and ranches can be rich wildlife havens and serve as buffers from

urban areas. To enhance wildlife opportunities on your land:
C 1. Draw a map of your property.

2. Inventory your existing habitat types (trees, shrubs, or grasses).

3. Decide what wildlife that you would like to encourage.

4. Make a plan to meet your goals for protecting, restoring, or
improving wildlife habitat.

5. Follow parts or the entire plan over a period of years.

How much wildlife can my land support?
Just as the acreage and productivity of a pasture can only support a limited

number of livestock, so it is with wildlife. A 5-acre farm may support a bevy of
songbirds, but it will be difficult to supply all of the requirements for deer. If you
would like to attract wildlife requiring large acreages, work with your neighbors
to provide habitat on adjoining properties. Wildlife won’t recognize property
lines. Here’s a sampling of wildlife species and their habitat requirements:

Habitat and Wildlife Required Acreages
Riparian 1/4 to 2 acres — moist, streamside vegetation with
Salamanders, frogs, snakes closed canopy; flowing streams.
Meadow 15 acres — open areas with grasses and forbs;
Quail, rabbit, meadowlark some shrubs. Rabbits need 1-2 brush piles/acre.
Mixed meadow/forest 50 acres — openings, closed canopy (15-year-
Deer, elk old+ trees). Must be close to extensive forested

areas of 100 to 1,000 acres.

Young forest 15 acres — 50:50 ratio of conifers to alder. Need
Ruffed grouse moist streambanks.

What can | do specifically?
There are several habitat programs available to land owners through the Nez
Perce Soil and Water Conservation District, many
of which involve cost share. If you are interested

Nez Perce Soil and Water Conservation District

Project Office Lewiston Office

in improving your wildlife habitat, contact our 27880 Chambers Road 1620 23rd Ave Suite 501
. . . Culdesac ID 83524 Lewiston ID 83501
office(s) for more information. We look forward tO  phone: 208-843-2931 Phone: 208-746-9886
Fax: 208-843-2931 Fax: 208-798-3614

14 "W Email: honora@turbonet.com
All NPSWCD prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age ore disability.
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