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Background

The Nez Perce Soil and Water Conservation District (NPSWCD) includes many tributaries to the Snake,
Salmon and Clearwater Rivers. Through on-the-ground field inventories and public meeting processes the
NPSWCD identified weed control as one of its top five priorities in order to achieve riparian restoration and
protect stream health.

In addition, steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss) was listed as threatened on the Endangered Species List in
1997. Steelhead habitat in the Lapwai and Big Canyon Creek watersheds are limited by lack of instream
structure, high water temperatures, low summer flows and sediment. A lack of riparian vegetation is
contribution to these limitations.

Riparian area weed control is performed on newly restored riparian areas as well as pre-restoration sites.
Weed control consists of targeting noxious weeds within the riparian zone for control with spot spraying,
weed eating and/or scalping methods.

This report outlines the 2014 field season accomplishments for riparian area noxious weed control. Funding
in the 2014 year was provided by the Bonneville Power Administration (50% of costs in Lapwai Creek),
private landowners (50% of the costs in Big Canyon, Lapwai) and the Idaho Department of Agriculture (50%
of costs in Lapwai, Big Canyon).

Accomplishments

20 landowners were assisted and 19.8 riparian acres were treated by a combination of NPSWCD weed
crews, Idaho Department of Correction’s work crews, and private landowners. This project consisted of weed
eating and spot spraying weeds along the riparian area. In addition, the NPSWCD sent out 2 newsletters
which delivered weed control information to approximately 2,000 private landowners per issue. Table 1
outlines the acres in each watershed while figure 1 illustrates the general location of treated areas.

Table 1. 2014 Riparian Treatment Summary

Lapwai 16.7
Big Canyon 3.1
Total 19.8
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Figure 1. 2014 Treatment Locations

Partners and Funding

The NPSWCD works closely with the Clearwater Basin Cooperative Weed Management Area to identify
treatment areas, methods, and priorities.

This project was funded through the Bonneville Power Administration’s Fish and Wildlife program, the Idaho
State Department of Agriculture’s Noxious Weed Program, and the private landowners.

The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) provides funding to the NPSWCD for steelhead habitat
restoration in the Lapwai Creek watershed. BPA provided 50% of the treatment costs within Lapwai Creek.
Riparian restoration and subsequent weed control is a component of the Lapwai Creek restoration plan’s
objective of reducing noxious weeds within the watershed.
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Private landowners provided up to 50% of the costs for treatments at various sites.

The Idaho State Department of Agriculture’s (IDA) Noxious Weed program funds are prioritized through the
Clearwater Basin Cooperative Weed Management Area. The IDA provided up to 50% of the treatment costs
for both the Lapwai and the Big Canyon creek watersheds.

Funding program information:

Bonneville Power Administration

Restoring Anadromous Fish Habitat in the Lapwai Creek Watershed
Project number: 2002-070-00 - Contract Number: 64969

COTR: Hannah Dondy-Kaplan

Idaho Department of Agriculture

Noxious Weed Program

Clearwater Basin Cooperative Weed Management Area
2014 Funding Project
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