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Background

The Nez Perce Soil and Water Conservation District
(NPSWCD) is located in North Central Idaho and
encompasses Nez Perce County, Idaho. Through
on-the-ground field inventories and public meeting
processes the NPSWCD identified weed control as
one of its top five priorities in order to achieve
riparian restoration and protect stream health. One
of the priority weed species impacting riparian areas
is hybrid knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum).

Riparian restoration and protection is critical along
many streams within the NPSWCD in order to
protect critical steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus
mykiss) habitat as well as improve water quality.
The NPSWCD’s knotweed treatment program
focuses within the Lapwai Creek watershed along
Mission, Tom Beall and mainstem Lapwai Creek as
these stream segments are the most heavily
impacted by knotweed infestations. Knotweed
grows very aggressively in disturbed areas and
excludes native plants, such as trees and shrubs, by
competing for light, nutrients and moisture. The
control of knotweed along stream segments within
the Lapwai Creek watershed was identified in 2009
as a treatment need in order to protect and restore

steelhead habitat. Habitat in stream segments with high : :
densities of knotweed is limited by lack of instream Figure 1. Canada Thi
structure, high water temperatures and low water flows in

summer months. A lack of riparian vegetation contributes to these limitations. The goal is to
eradicate the knotweed along the stream corridor and contain the weed within the flood zone
areas. Once the knotweed is either eradicated or controlled, the area is re-vegetated with
native grass, forbs, shrubs and trees.
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Goals for 2016

Goals for the 2016 field season were to inventory 200 acres of private lands for noxious weed
presence, assist 20 landowners with either inventory or treatment, control 140 acres of
noxious weeds, and make 2,000 public contacts.

Accomplishments
59 landowners were assisted and 253 riparian acres were treated by a combination of

NPSWCD weed crews, Idaho Department of Correction’s work crews, and private landowners
(Figure 2). This project consisted of mowing and spot spraying weeds along the riparian area.
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Partners and Funding

The NPSWCD works closely with the Clearwater Basin Cooperative Weed Management Area
to identify treatment areas, methods, and priorities.

This project was funded through the Bonneville Power Administration’s Fish and Wildlife
program, the Idaho State Department of Agriculture’s Noxious Weed Program, and the private
landowners.

The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) provides funding to the NPSWCD for steelhead
habitat restoration in the Lapwai Creek watershed. BPA provided 50% of the treatment costs
within Lapwai Creek. Riparian restoration and subsequent weed control is a component of the
Lapwai Creek restoration plan’s objective of reducing noxious weeds within the watershed.

Private landowners provided up to 50% of the costs for treatments at various sites.

The Idaho State Department of Agriculture’s (IDA) Noxious Weed program funds are
prioritized through the Clearwater Basin Cooperative Weed Management Area. The IDA
provided up to 50% of the treatment costs for the Lapwai, Lindsay, and the Big Canyon Creek
watersheds.

Funding program information:

Bonneville Power Administration

Restoring Anadromous Fish Habitat in the Lapwai Creek Watershed
Project number: 2002-070-00 - Contract Number: 72618

COTR: Jenny Lord

Idaho Department of Agriculture

Noxious Weed Program

Clearwater Basin Cooperative Weed Management Area
2016 Funding Project
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